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    October 6, 2024 

 
 

Greetings: 

 
A lot happened in September. We were visited by a lady 

named “Francine”. Thankfully she didn’t damage the BEW. 
Before I was able to get to 

the hangar after the storm, 
I called Lakefront Tower 
and asked them to look 

out of the window and see if we still had a 
roof. I was told the roof was fine.  

At our monthly meeting Karl Shearer gave a 

demonstration of CPR and other first aid solu-
tions for the members.  

 

Our Autumn Fly-In 
was a great success. We had a number of planes partake 
in the event. Cedric Grimes, gave an excellent presenta-

tion dealing with airport pattern entries when an airport 
has parallel runways. The presentation qualified for 

“Wings” credit for the pilots with the FAA.  

 

On October 12, the BEW will be participating in the Mississippi Aviation Muse-
um’s “Cruisin the Coast”.  Planes will fly down the beach shore. We are raffling 

tickets for a $100.00.  Although your 100 dollars donation goes toward your 
chance to win a flight, it is supporting the CAF mission and the maintenance of 

our 1943 Stearman.  Please consider supporting this project.  We are only selling 
15 tickets.  We have 10 sold. The deadline is October 9th for the raffle. 

Also, on the 12th, Warren Spears will be representing the BEW at the Girl Scout 

conference held at Nicholl State University.  This opportunity will allow us to 
expand our “Kaydet” program our groups. On October 26, the BEW will be at 
Stennis Airport for their Halloween Fly-In. Watch you emails for more details.  

Our next big event at the hangar will be our first attempt at a Poker Run. If you 
have an airplane please sign up to participate.  I am liking forward to this. 

As I stated last month, mark your calendar for our annual Christmas Social, De-

cember 6th.  

See you at the hangar! 

Membership 

Meeting-Oct. 12 
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September 28 Flyin/FAA Seminar 

B-17 Arrival 

New York National Guard 

Short Snorter Project 

Workers enjoying  a photo op 

A SELFIE aways brings a SMILE 

Cedric has everyone’s attention 

Cadet Ashton taking a Flight 

with the Golden Eagle –Palmer 
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Good afternoon BEW   
 
We have lots of events this coming up. 
 
One - the weekend of the 12 is the flyby in 
connection with cruising the coast.  If you 
are flying remember that there will be lots of planes moving 

around.  Keep a close eye on the planes starting up and movement on the apron. 
Two - Those who are watching from the coast road please pay attention to cross-
ing the road. I have been there before and there are many cars constantly moving. 
In the past people camp along US 90 making plenty of blind spots in which chil-
dren will try to cross to the beach side. So be careful while you are driving. Let 
us have a wonderful time! 
 
When we are at Stennis, we will need help with kids getting into the plane and 
we need help to keep kids from touching the plane.  In addition, if we have a pi-
lot, we will sell flights from Stennis from 9 to noon so we will need assistance 
with marshaling.  This will hold true on Nov.9th when we have our Poker Run. 

  Safety Officer — Rick Wood 

Adjutant — Shirley Colomb 

 

Your generosity and support of BEW meetings and events 
helps the wing continue to honor the legacy of the men and women who built 
and flew this aircraft. Your contributions both financial and involvement helps 
to sustain this 1943 Stearman for future generations. But we cannot forget how 
important recruiting new members are to sustaining the CAF mission. 
 Educate: Teach younger generations about the role of military aviation in 
keeping the country safe and free; Inspire: Ignite interest in aviation through 
flight experiences. 
Honor: Pay tribute to the men and women who built, flew, and maintained air-
craft in World War II. 
 

New members can join online at our website-bigeasywing.org   or write a check    

Checks mailed to:   CAF Big Easy Wing                                                                                                

                         c/o Shirley Colomb, Adjutant                                                                            

   281-413-4525                                                                                                             

   1216 Brockenbraugh Ct                                                                                       

   Metairie, LA 70005           

For being a 

BEW member 

https://bigeasywing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/bigeasywingcaf/
https://www.facebook.com/thebigeasywing/
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Big Easy Colonels, 

 

 We had a great on Saturday the 28th.  There was 
some good training on runway incursions and 
hotspots.  There was specific and pertinent training on 

Lakefront Airport and I learned Hotspot 2 (HS2) by 
the approach end of runway 27.  It's easy to see how 
there can be confusion while taxiing around the air-

port here.  

    After the training, we were able to manage two rides in our N'Awlins Lady.  It 
was an absolutely perfect day for Stearman flying and there were sun burnt 
smiles by passengers and pilot alike! 

    Looking forward to our next get together! 

 

  First Flyin-FAA Seminar Flight Day 

julietkilocharlie@yahoo.com 

Yamila Bertoniere 

https://bigeasywing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/bigeasywingcaf/
https://www.facebook.com/thebigeasywing/
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This is a reminder that election are coming up. The following positions are avail-
able: Executive, Adjutant, Maintenance, and Education.   

 

If you are interested in running for any of these positions, then please send me an 
email prior to our general membership meeting on October 12, 2024, at the fol-
lowing address: jamesmykris@gmail.com. Nominations can also be taken from 
the floor during the October meeting (this Saturday morning.) 

 

Elections will be held during the November meeting.  Installation will take place 
at the Christmas Social in December.  

 

Your nomination committee consists of me, James Mykris, and Tom Slack.  You 
can contact either of us if you have any questions.  Thanks so much. 

  Election Committee —James Mykris and Tom Slack 

https://bigeasywing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/bigeasywingcaf/
https://www.facebook.com/thebigeasywing/
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Greetings everyone!   
 
My name is Nav E. Gator.  I am 
requesting our members to bring 
an item listed below to our meet-
ing on Saturday, October12. 

 
As you know many of our neighbors have been effected by either hurricane Fran-
cine or Helene and we know how that feels.  Please help out and be a good neigh-
bor.  If you can not get one of the items listed, you can turn in cash at the meet-
ing.   
 
Just to let you know I was safe.  My family and I went to higher ground and bur-
rowed up in the mud flats. 
 
 
Jefferson Parish and the Second Harvest Food Bank are teaming up to host a 
Hurricane relief drive for people impacted by Helene and Francine starting Mon-
day, Oct. 7 until Oct. 18. 

The parish will be collecting household items like bleach, disinfectants, gloves, 
scrub brushes, trash bags, feminine products and personal toiletries. Clothes will 
not be accepted. 

Residents can drop items off at the following buildings: 

• S. Yenni Building (1221 Elmwood Park Boulevard) 
• Jefferson Parish Surplus Building (920 David Dr.). 
 

  Big Easy Wing Mascot —  Nav  E    

https://bigeasywing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/bigeasywingcaf/
https://www.facebook.com/thebigeasywing/
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Events 

October 12                 Membership meeting 

Participation in  “Believe in Girls” event at Nicholls State   

University   - Warren Spears will be representing us. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Drawing is 

Wednesday so 

by your ticket 

today or tomor-

row 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 October 26               Trick/Treat  

    Morning Flight Day  

    PX sales afternoon 

 

 

 

  Upcoming Events 

https://bigeasywing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/bigeasywingcaf/
https://www.facebook.com/thebigeasywing/
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November 9  Membership meeting and elections 

Veterans Day Flight Day  

Poker Run Social 

Check for  flier in Tuesday email 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 6   Christmas Social/ Installation of Officers/Awards 

 

 

 

December 8  Belle Chase Naval Base Holiday Season Christmas Day 

  Unit Leader article continues 

https://bigeasywing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/bigeasywingcaf/
https://www.facebook.com/thebigeasywing/
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First Impressions:  In the 1930s and 40s, if you arrived somewhere in the futuris-

tic-looking Spartan Executive, you were surely a big company executive or on the 

“who’s who” list.  Even the name of this airplane is classy.   

Background:  Both the Spartan Aircraft Company and the Spartan School of Aer-

onautics were founded in 1928 by oil baron William G. Skelly.  Although not a 

pilot, he knew aviation was the future, and the school would be a means to market 

his aircraft.  Indeed, the company’s first aircraft, the open cockpit Spartan C3 bi-

plane, was used as a trainer in the school.  Spartan produced other models in mod-

est numbers, including a cabin monoplane, a sport monoplane, and the NP-1, a 

primary trainer for the U.S. Navy.  Though not the most prolific aircraft that 

Spartan built, the 7W Executive is the most well-known and iconic.  Following 

the war, a single tricycle-gear Executive (12W) was built before the company 

“shifted gears” and began producing luxury all-metal motorhomes.   

Pat Hartness (EAA#xxxxxx), founder of the  Triple Tree Aerodrome in Woodruff, S.C., owns serial number 

7W-13, the 13th of 36 Executives made between 1936 and 1940.  Only twelve remain flyable.  Pat’s Spartan 

was manufactured in 1937 and was initially owned by the Standard Oil Company before being purchased by 

the president of the Packard Motor Car Company.  In World War II, eleven Executives were pressed into 

military service and designated as the UC-71-SP in the U.S. Army Air Corps.  Serial number 7W-13 was 

one of these eleven.  It was used as an executive transport but was eventually re-registered to its civilian 7W 

designation when the war ended.  Pat bought the Spartan in 1971, after it sat derelict in Martinsburg, W.V. 

for 20 years.  In fact, it was so derelict, trees needed to be cut to extract it!  Remarkably, the engine was 

brought back to life with minimal effort.  Though the Spartan was in rough shape, Pat and his team were 

“up to the task” and performed an extensive restoration.  Over a period of three years, they removed all the 

aluminum skin and made necessary structural repairs.  In the ensuing 50 years, Pat has flown the Spartan all 

over the country both for work and family trips.  From 2009 through 2013, He and his team conducted a 

second extensive restoration.  His Executive has won Reserve Grand Champion at Airventure and Grand 

Champion at Sun-N-Fun.   While he calls himself this Spartan’s “caretaker”, he fully intends to keep it.  He 

has even planned a 100th birthday party for it in 2037!   

 

Spartan 7W Executive by Kris Caldwell 

julietkilocharlie@yahoo.com 
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Design Characteristics:  The art deco look, sleek lines and tapered wings give the Executive a timeless 
beauty about which few would argue. In the 1930s, the all-metal Executive was futuristic.  Indeed, the Spar-

tan’s main competitor at that time was the Beechcraft Staggerwing, which is a wood and fabric biplane.  
The 7W is a five-seat, cantilever aluminum monoplane with a steel tube frame.  It is an airplane not only 
built to last, but also made for easy maintenance.  Obviously, business executives could not afford to have 

their winged transportation under maintenance for weeks at a time! The core of the 7W is the ultra-strong, 
welded 4130 steel tube inverted “triangle truss” frame onto which the landing gear and fuselage are mount-
ed.  Likewise, the wings also use the inverted steel “triangle truss” structure as the spar; consisting of three 

parallel steel tubes welded with crossmembers into a triangle.  The control surfaces are fabric-covered with 
an aluminum trim tab.   

The Executive is also designed for comfort.  Eighty percent of the original 7W buyers were oil executives, 

who used the machines for quick travel to remote oil drilling sites and cities all over the Americas.  They 

valued both speed and comfort.  The cabin is accessed from a large fuselage door on the left wing.  There is 

plenty of head and shoulder room for the pilot and passengers.  The original operator’s manual states that 

only the “finest fabrics, deep-textured carpets were used” and they were color-harmonized with the arm 

rests, drapes, and interior molding.  As with many airplanes of the 30s and 40s, the Spartan had four para-

flare tubes for illuminating unlit airstrips for late landings.   

Powerplant:  All production Executives came equipped with the supercharged Pratt & Whitney R-985 

Wasp Junior.  The Wasp Junior engine turns the 90-inch Hamilton Standard two-bladed, constant speed 

prop at 2,300 RPM, producing 450-horsepower at sea level.  Pat’s Spartan holds 59 gallons of fuel per side 

and the oil tank holds seven gallons.  For best efficiency, 25 inches of manifold pressure and 2000 RPM at 

9,000 feet will produce about 161 miles per hour at approximately 19 gallons per hour.  Owner Pat Hartness 

said that there’s plenty of power remaining and he’d never let a Staggerwing pass him! 

Taxi/Takeoff:  Use gentle S-turns to check for obstacles in front of the aircraft while taxiing.  The tail of the 

7W is heavy and the tailwheel steering is quite effective.  Differential braking is not required to taxi the Ex-

ecutive until you need to make a very tight turn.  Spartan pilot, Ben Templeton, describes turning the air-

plane as follows, “To turn, you put in a pedal input, and then immediately start fighting the turn with the 

opposite pedal”.  The Spartan sounds great, and to anyone within ear shot, there is no mistaking the beauti-

ful (and loud) resonance of the Hamilton-Standard coupled to the 450 horses of the Wasp Junior! At about 

50 mph, push the tail up.  At 65 miles per hour, the Executive will start climbing away, having only using 

600 feet of runway!   

Flight Characteristics:  After takeoff, lift the landing gear switch and wait for the electric motor to retract 

the gear.  Bungees assist over-center linkage to move 
the gear to the “up and locked” position. With the 
landing gear retracted, the supercharged Spartan will 

climb at 1,400 feet per minute.  The single throwover 
yoke has a ¾-circle leather-wrapped steel steering 
wheel.  A crank handle on the left fuselage wall can be 

used to extend (or retract) the landing gear, should the 
electric motor fail.  The Executive is a joy to fly and 
even though it is large (4,400 lbs.), it does not feel 

heavy at all.  The roll control is especially smooth, 
thanks to both well-designed wings and pushrod/
bellcrank-controlled ailerons.  The elevator trim is con-

veniently controlled via a twist knob on the bottom of 
the throttle quadrant, although not much trim is required in this well-balanced machine.   
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Landing:  Place the landing gear switch down and check for two green lights (the tailwheel is fixed).  Below the 

center mounted throttle quadrant are two flap levers - one for the wing flaps and one for center flaps.   The 7W uses 

a vacuum system for both wing and center flaps.  The vacuum (-15psi) is pulled from the engine intake, stored in a 

tank behind the baggage compartment, and routed to the pneumatic/mechanical flap actuators when selected.  Flap 

selection is limited to either up or down, with no intermediate position.  Some Spartan pilots don’t like to use the 

center flaps under the fuselage. The reason is because the small rudder will be “blanked” by the center flaps when 

the tail is lowered to the ground after a wheel landing, leading to a bit of a rudder dance.  Approach at 100 miles per 

hour, slowing to 90 mph over the fence.  The oleo strut gear does not compress much, making landings feel a bit 

solid with even a small amount of sink on touchdown.  The good news is that there is not much bounce tendency, 

and the wide landing gear stance allows for nice crosswind handling.  The airplane sits high, so it may take a few 

landings to get used to the touchdown sight picture.   

 
Wrap-Up:  The 7W is a workhorse - but in this case, the workhorse is built for comfort and speed.  Today 
we might refer to this stunning and exclusive machine as the “Lear jet of the 1930s”.  The design is classic 
and it is impossible to not appreciate the beauty of the Spartan Executive.  If you ever get a chance to visit 
the Triple Tree Aerodrome, you won’t be disappointed!  
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Vincent Simmons 

https://bigeasywing.org/
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