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| Hi Everyone!

I am helping Harold out for the rest of the
year. Harold has several life happenings
so I volunteered to fill in. I want to send
my regards and sympathy from the wing to Harold’s family. Harold and
Beth’s brother-in-law just passed away. Please keep them in your prayers.

We did well at Hammond Show especially with the sale of flights. We
sold 2 that weekend and we presold 6. I want to thank all that helped with
that event.

I did attend the Wine and War Fundraiser. Even though I do not drink, it
was entertaining and I thoroughly enjoyed myself. It is something we can
think about doing again next year. A big thanks to everyone who helped
out. Thanks Shirley Colomb for setting it up and for all your work on this
endeavor.

Not only did the Wine/War event brought in needed funds but it also ex-
posed us to many people who knew nothing about us. Harold mentioned
that night that we sell rides and many people where interested. Thus,
Shirley will be reaching out to participants with emails announcing our
flight days which will be November 21 and 22 from 11 am till 4 pm. Yes,
that is a Friday and Saturday. Those are the days that works best for Kris.

Speaking about Kris, he brought someone to look at the Stuka who was
very familiar with the airplane and seemed to be interested in it. We will
see!

Coming up are the elections. Check out James’ article. Also, we have
Scout training in November, see Roger’s article for more info.

Don’t forget our board meeting and
general membership meeting on No- [l
vember 8th.

See You!
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We had a great time at the Hammond Airshow. David
Capo and I enjoyed perfect weather for both our flight to and from Hammond. We took
the shoreline skirting the west side of Lake Pontchartrain. The weather stayed fantastic
the whole weekend, and we were able to sell 2 rides there plus the 6 presale. The riders
were very complimentary and positively commented on their rides. Thank! Also, I want
to give a big shout —out to our workers-thanks so much to Harold, Harvey, Karl, Roger,
Warren, Glenn, Dom, Terry and David. We can’t do what we do without volunteers.

bigeasywing.org

I had the great fortune of helping (radio relay) stuntman Cody Elkins jump his 4-wheeler
over aerobatic champion Melissa Burns in her Edge 540 aircraft. It was a huge adrena-
line rush to be right there!

Unfortunately, the Keesler AFB airshow was cancelled due to the Gov't shutdown, but
we do have a lot of interest in more Stearman rides. We've got the afternoon of Fri, 21
Nov and Sat the 22™ as target dates. The Boy Scouts will be there on Sat earning their
aviation merit badge, so it'll
be great to have them ob-
serve Stearman ops!

We are always looking for
more loadmasters so please
earn that qualification so you
can help out. There's also a
great opportunity for me-
chanics to learn from the
master -Terry.

I'd also like to set up a time
to get some of our members
a flight in N'Awlins Lady -
before it gets too chilly-at
special discount!
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Elections — James Myrkis

It is election time again. In fact, elections will take place at our next meeting on Novem-
ber 8, 2025. There have been nominations for the following positions but nominations
Big Easy Wing can still be taken from the floor for anyone interested in serving:

8550 Lloyd Stearman Dr.

New Orleans, LA 70126
NESRERES NS Wing Leader (Unit Leader): Bill Triay

Operations Officer: Harold Buchler

Finance Officer: James Mykris

Safety Officer: Richard Wood

Development Officer: Shirley Colomb

A description of the duties can be found in our CAF Unit Manual, a copy of which is al-
ways available on KAStrack. If you are interested in running for any of these positions,
then please send me an email prior to our general membership meeting on November 8§,
2025 or just show up at the meeting and make it known. Installations will take place in

bigeasywing.org December.

Please contact me at this email address: jamesmykris@gmail.com.

Of course, you don’t need to be an officer to impact the BEW in a positive way. All
forms of participation are valuable.
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H Thanksgiving!
Big Easy Wing appy l'hanksgiving

8550 Lloyd Stearman Dr.
New Orleans, LA 70126

Next to FAA tower And I am extremely thankful for everyone

who helped out with the Wine and War Fund-
raiser. We had 48 nonmembers and 9 members
to buy tickets. With the ticket sales and the door prize raffle ($730) we raised
over $2300.

Our guest speaker, Walter Wolf, enthralled all with his presentation. I heard
laughter and questions during the presentation and many compliments at the end.
Alex Rafferty, of Martin Cellars, selected some excellent wines for tasting. He
provided information on the wines region and flavors. Alex gave us a $2.00 kick
back on any wine sold that night. Sixty-five bottles were sold. Not bad!!!

I would be remised if I did not thank the ladies that provided us with the charcu-
terie trays: Dawn Duxworth, Cathy Shearer, Beth Buchler and myself. It was
enjoyed by all. A special thank you to my friends for helping with setup,
teardown and the night of the event: Susan and Albert Martin and their grandson
James Martin. Thanks to both Roger and Robert for there audio/video assistance
on the Saturday members setup day. All the technology worked, well-almost.
Kevin and Karl had to do some tweaking that night with the sound system. And
thanks to Jim Buchler for bringing in the extra chairs. All in all, it was a fabulous
night and I received compliments on the event and questions about future en-
deavors at this unique and spectacular venue.

bigeasywing.org

We mentioned flight days that night so we have
2 days that Kris is available-November 21 and
22. Do mention this to your friends. The web-
site is already for buyers.
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Events continue
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Walter Wdlf

Flight Days z|

November 21 November 2

Take flight this Fall
www. Bigeasywing.org

Safety Officer—Rick Wood

Good afternoon BEW

Finely the cooler weather is here. Just a few things to remem-

Pl Gas heaters and stoves-this is the time to have your heater
: checked out.

Suggestions:

1. Have a heating company check out your heat exchanger for leaks. To
make sure CO2 does not get into the house.

2. Make sure your CO2 monitors are in working order.

3. Both electric and gas heaters turn them on to burn off the dust from the

summer. This is where you get that burnt smell.

The time change is this weekend so as a good measure to change out the batter-
ies. Both hard wire ones t0o. They have battery backup in case the power is

lost.

Be safe see you soon!
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Next to FAA tower <, October was busy with the Hammond Air Show and
S " the Wine and War events, so there were no Aviation
Merit Badge classes held.

We have two dates scheduled for November, the 15" and 22, Our instructors
have been arranged into two teams, so we don’t have to have everyone present
for every class.

Team A: Roger Jeffrey Team B: David Capo
Harold Buchler James Mykris
Karl Shearer Richie Gray
Bill Triay
bigeasywing.org New Aviation Merit Badge Requirements for 2025 were published by Scouting

America and we have adjusted our training course to align with the new require-
ments. Our slide presentations were updated, and we maintained the popular vis-
its to the Airport Fire Station and FAA Control Tower, which the Scouts have
thoroughly enjoyed.

There were two Scout Troop leaders that approached us at the Hammond Air
Show to express their interest in the Aviation Merit Badge training, and they will
be added to our schedule. Interest is spreading as the word gets out about how
enjoyable and successful our training course has been.

See you at the November meeting!

Membershlp—Shlrley Colomb

8l Members— It is that time of the year again. Please pay
your dues online at Kastrack or on the website or at
the next meeting.

Over the holidays would be a good time when you are out with family and friends
to talk about our wing. Perhaps invite them to a meeting. We need membership
especially youthful ones—under 70. So please start reaching out.
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Impressions—Kris Caldwell

First Impressions: A quick glance at this biplane trainer may trigger your
brain to think — Stearman. However, a more careful second look confirms it is
definitely something different. Though visually similar, the OTW (Out To
Win) stands apart as an outstanding trainer aircraft with a remarkable safety rec-
ord. Its characteristics, both in flight and on the ground, make it a much sought-
after machine to this day.

Background: Al Meyers exemplified the definition of a self-made man. From humble beginnings on as
a small farm, he followed his aviation passions to become a respected airplane designer and company
owner. After learning to fly, he became an avid barnstormer in the late 1920s and early 1930s. While
working at Stinson Aircraft, he designed and built the “Meyers Airplane” (later known as the “OTW”) in
his single-car garage in Wayne, Michigan. He first test-flew his prototype airplane in 1936; however,
after only some nine hours of testing, he received word that his dear mother was severely burned in a
fire. Without hesitation, Al took to the air in his new, barely tested, open cockpit prototype to fly from
his home in Michigan to be with her in the Catskill Mountains of New York. Thankfully, she survived,
and the Meyers airplane prototype proved its worth in the process. Meyers finished the first two air-
planes in a machine shop in Romulus, Michigan before relocating to Tecumseh, Michigan, where his
homebuilt “Meyers Airplane” eventually completed Department of Commerce certification.

The Civilian Pilot Training Program (CPTP) was created by the U.S. Congress in 1938 to train civilian
pilots, mimicking what European countries had been doing for over a decade. The obvious underlying
purpose of building a civilian pilot cadre was preparation for military service. Al Meyers entered his air-
craft design, which he named “OTW?”, an abbreviation for “Out to Win,” in the CPTP competition for
trainer aircraft. The OTW did indeed win, along with both the Ryan PT-21/22 and Waco UPF-7. Even-
tually, 102 OTWs were built, most (if not all) were used to train thousands of aviators before and during
WWIIL. Al Meyers’s aircraft was both a good and a safe design. Records do not indicate any cadet fatali-
ties in an OTW; a claim not matched by any other aircraft.




Impression continues

'Design Characteristics: From 1933 to 1936, Al Meyers barnstormed with Martin Jensen, an early avi-
ation pioneer and designer of the “Jensen Sport Trainer”, a steel tube and fabric fuselage biplane that
utilized Curtiss Jenny wings and, eventually, a Warner Super Scarab engine. The first “Meyers Air-
plane,” designed as an improvement of his friend’s Jensen Sport Trainer, utilized different wings with a
RAF 15 airfoil. Interestingly, this is the same airfoil as the British S.E.5 fighter, known as the “Spitfire
of World War One”.

Meyers’ expertise was in sheet metal fabrication (a skill he learned and perfected working as a tradesman
for Chance Vought, Martin, and Stinson), so it is not surprising that the OTW design includes an alumi-
num semi-monocoque fuselage. The two sets of wings are fabric-covered with Spruce or Yellow Poplar
wood spars and the empennage is a fabric-covered steel tube structure. The two wings are attached to
each other (outboard) and to the fuselage (inboard) by steel tube “N” shaped cabane struts. Meyers’ cre-
ations consisted of many “out of the box” features that made practical use of “off the shelf” parts. One
such example is the fuel gauge, which is a Ford Model A cork bobber gauge found virtually anywhere in
the 1930s and 40s. So too, the mechanical brakes were taken from a Ford Model A’s emergency brake
(band style). Al Meyers had the perfect background (mechanic, artisan, and pilot) to be an aircraft de-
signer. His designs (including the later Meyers 145 and Meyers 200 models) were sensibly conceived
with consideration for the artisans who would manufacture them, the mechanics who would work on
them, and the pilots who would fly them.

Once seated in the OTW, it becomes quite clear that this is no Stearman. The cockpit is far more com-
pact, and the forward visibility from the rear seat is significantly better, thanks to the narrower fuselage
and the smaller engine. Dee Bradford of Huntersville, N.C., has owned an OTW (serial number 75) for
28 years and enjoys sharing his unique biplane. His plane is painted in Army Air Corps trainer livery
(because the USAAC did indeed procure and evaluate at least one OTW), which sometimes further adds
to the Stearman confusion (most OTWs were either bare aluminum fuselages or civilian paint schemes).

Bradford’s OTW was delivered to the Fontana School of Aeronautics in Iron Mountain, Michigan
(technically owned by the Defense Plant Corporation for a period) and was used during the war to train
Army Air Corps glider pilots. His ship’s training logs reveal that his machine flew 5 to 6 hours a day,
six days a week. Undoubtedly, serial number 75 trained many of the hero Army glider pilots who flew
air assault missions behind enemy lines dur-
ing the invasion of Normandy, Operation
Dragoon, Operation Market Garden, Opera-
tion Varsity, the Battle of the Bulge, and
even behind Japanese lines to small jungle
clearings in Burma. After WWII, serial
number 75 stayed at Fontana (by then re-
named Fontana Aviation) as a pilot trainer
for returning veterans learning to fly under
the GI Bill. Today, this unassuming ma-
chine enjoys a beautiful grass runway at
Bradford Field, N.C. (NCO05), with occa-
sional appearances at airshows and fly-ins.




Impressions continues

Powerplant: The initial OTWs were equipped with a 7-cylinder, 125 horsepower Warner Scarab 125.
This engine proved to be underpowered, so later models were upgraded to the 145 horsepower Super
Scarab and, finally, the 5-cylinder, 160 horsepower Kinner R-5 (most recognized for its use on the Ryan
PT-22 Recruit). The OTWs were correspondingly designated OTW-125, OTW-145, and OTW-160.
However, Dee’s OTW sports none of these engines. Though originally built with a 125 horsepower Scar-
ab, it now has a 165 horsepower Warner Super Scarab SS-165 with an 86 Sensenich wood propeller.
The single 24-gallon fuel tank, located immediately behind the firewall and forward of the front instru-
ment panel, limits flights to approximately two hours.

Flight Characteristics: The trim knob wheel, located in the front cockpit, requires the pilot in the rear
seat to adjust the trim by pulling on either the top or bottom cable that runs down the left side of the
cockpit. Solo flights are conducted from the rear seat only.

The take-off roll reveals no surprises and it naturally wants to track straight. Even with all the biplane
drag, at only 1,910 lbs. max gross weight, and with thin-camber wings, the 165 horsepower Super Scarab
does a sufficient job to carry the OTW aloft. The “elegant lady”, as some refer to this aircraft, holds nei-
ther nasty surprises nor bad habits. Its flight characteristics are appreciably predictable. Aerobatics re-
quire some altitude and a pushover to achieve about 120 mph and teaches the student pilot good energy
management. The airplane makes an “elegant” landing almost effortless. The wide-stance oleo strut
landing gear has generous travel and can turn even a hefty plop onto grass into a smooth landing. It
ranks near the top of easy-to-land aircraft.

Although most OTWs are equipped with a full-swiveling tailwheel, some feature a tailwheel lock, which
was available as a factory option. Another key difference between the OTW and the Stearman is the sig-
nificantly larger OTW rudder. This feature proves highly effective throughout the landing roll, and plays
a crucial role in its stable and forgiving landing characteristics

Wrap-Up: It’s easy to see why the OTW, alongside the Meyers 145 and Meyers 200, has such a devoted
following. Every aspect of the OTW—its design, its craftsmanship, and its flight characteristics—
reflects the wholistic forethought of Al Meyers. His first design set the tone for the future and was an
obvious winner. Ninety years later, the OTW is still Out To Win!

Stay tuned for Part 2 (Meyers 145) and Part 3 (Meyers 200) of the Meyers series in up-coming “Plane
Impressions” articles.



