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Hello everyone, 
 
Our February meeting at Southern Sea plane 
was hosted by Kris Caldwell. The meeting 

was fantastic and Kris treated us to a close-up view of a Cessna 180 C plane tak-
en off and landing in the canal right in front of us. We were shown the facilities at 
Southern sea plane by Kris which included not only single engine sea planes, but 
a twin-engine sea plane thanks to Kris for a great meeting. 
 
The Slidell Airport is going to be shut down for runway resurfacing starting 
March 5 until completed hopefully by March 25. We already have one temporary 
plane owned by Michael Barnes that will be in our hanger for the month. We may 
have room for several more planes. If you know of anybody that needs a tempo-
rary hanger let me know. 
 
This Sunday, March 8, daylight saving times returns which will give us longer 
flight days and hopefully continued warm weather. Several of our members, in-
cluding myself, have received our up-to-date badges to get through the gate. If 
anyone else needs their badges renewed just make an application through 
KASTrack and I will sign it for you. 
 
Our Big Easy Wing ground school will happen on March 14 from 8:30 AM to 3 
PM. We will have a guest speaker Phil Webb who is a Stearman historian.  There 
will be coffee provided by Terry and donuts by Kevin and Harvey.  Lunch will be 
$15.  CAF requires members to attend Gound School annually as well as com-
plete a hold harmless form.  Karl will be set up at the front table.  Be sure to see 
him sometime during the day. 
 
March is going to be a busy month with the ground school, WW2 Veteran visit 
and the airshow in Meridian. Along with the annual inspection for Stearman 
which needs to be completed before the Meridian show.  Thanks to Terry for all 
his great work and keeping the plane flying. 
 
CAF headquarters mailed BEW a check for $ 1,400.00 from Boeing for employ-
ees volunteerism with nonprofits.  Thanks to Kris Caldwell ($ 800.00) and Domi-
nic G. (600.00) for  joining our wing and completing the forms with Boeing. 
 
The FAA tower employeeôs appreciation day on Saturday, April 11 is creeping 
up fast so now is the time to go online and pay your $25 so that we can get the 
food ready for the controllers that will be visiting us as well as celebrate our 
eighth anniversary as a unit.  I would like to have some volunteers to help with 
this event.  Please see me during ground school.  
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Me 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

At Ground School on March 14, I will take a few minutes to talk about our visi-

tor for next week. We are having a special guestï Dick Nelms.  Dick is sched-

uled to arrive at the hangar around 10:30 am on Friday March 20th.  We hope 

he will be up to taking a flight.  Dick was thrilled 

when I proposed the opportunity.  Dick com-

mented ñ a Stearman - that is the first plane the 

military allowed me to fly.ò  Dick will need to 

leave around Noon.  

We would like as many  of our members as pos-

sible to attend.  Please invite your friends and 

family.  I have been told that Dick is a character.   

I have requested the news media to attend and 

our friend, Charles Marsala .  Charles will  inter-

view him and create a video for our website, so-

cial media and for our YOU Tube station.  Also, 

I invited, Nancy K and the Gulf Coast Wing to 

come in since Dick flew B17 and actual flew in 

the Texas Raiders when he was in Texas. Check 

out these videos: 

  Ground School Agenda 

Adjutantï Shirley Colomb 

Start 

Time 

End 

Time 

Topics and Presenters 

8:30 9:00 Registration [CAF Hold Harmless] (Karl Shearer) 

Coffee/Donuts 

9:00 9:15 Welcome (Bill Triay) 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Introduction of Officers (photo) 

Ground School Logistics 

9:15 10:00 HQ CAF Update Video Jan 2026 

10:00 10:30 Pilot / Nôawlins Lady {Kris Caldwell /Jared Spen-

cer} 

10:30 10:45 Break /YOUTUBE BEW video 

10:45 11:30 Education (Roger Jeffrey/David Capo) 

11:30 12:00 Loadmaster (Rick Woods/Karl Shearer) 

11:30 12:30 Lunch ($15) Jambalaya and Lasagna 

12:30 1:30 Guest Speaker (Phil Webb) 

1:30 2:30 Maintenance (Terry Clausing) 

2:30 3:00 Marshalling (Ritchie Gray) 

3:15 4:00 Board  Meeting 

https://bigeasywing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/bigeasywingcaf/
https://www.facebook.com/thebigeasywing/
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 Operational  Officerï  Kris Caldwell 

Big Easy Wing, 
 
 
    We had a great time learning about seaplane op-
erations and getting a tour of Southern Seaplane on 
February 21st.  The weather was nice and many thanks 
to the Panepinto/Charvet family to allowing us to tour 
their facility and GRACIOUSLY some donating time in 
their C-185 

floatplane to allow me to take up a 
young man on his first airplane flight! 
Nikky had a great time flying even 
though it was a little bit bumpy.  It 
was all smiles during and after the 
flight and I know he'll never forget it. 
See photos at  the end of newsletter. 
 
Terry and Pat Quigley will be work-
ing on the annual inspection for our 
Stearman and get it ready for the 
2026 Airshow and rides season.  Our 
first big event will be the Naval Air 
Station Meridian, Mississippi Air-
show (28-29 March).  The Blue An-
gels will take the spotlight we all 
know that everyone is really coming to see N'Awlins Lady!  Jared will fly up to 
Meridian on Thursday, and I will fly it from NAS Meridian to Key Field Meridi-
an on Sunday or perhaps on Monday afternoon.  The idea is that we can advertise 
and book rides during the air show and then give the rides at Key Field on Mon-
day morning/early afternoon before the plane has to "Bingo" back to Lakefront 
before sunset.  I know that we'll appreciate help from everyone to make this 
event happen!   
 
Prior to the Meridian event, Jared will be flying a 103-year-young WW2 Veteran.  
His name is Dick Nelms.  Dick flew 33 missions as a B17 pilot.  We are pleased 
to be hosting him on March 20th from 10 am till noon.  Please plan to come out 
that morning if you are able and invite your friends.  Shirley is working on ob-
taining media coverage and it would look great if we had a good show of partici-
pants.  
 
This past Sunday I arranged for two military friends to fly, and David Capo had 
his young friend, Nikky, who flew with us at Southern Seaplane to fly in the 
Stearman.  When you see Nikky be sure to ask him which plane he enjoyed the 
best.  I know he will say whatever plane Kris is flying is the BEST!   
 
The other 2 riders were Douglas Key and Carlos Carrasquillo.  They are making 
a 360 Instagram video. 
See photo at end of newsletter 

https://bigeasywing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/bigeasywingcaf/
https://www.facebook.com/thebigeasywing/
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Another event coming up that you might be interested in attending is the return of the USS Kid to 
Baton Rouge.  BEW was contacted about a flyover with our WW2 Stearman and other WW2 
planes.  They are looking for units to do a flyover.  I have forwarded this information to Kris, Pat Q and 
Bill T.  The Kidôs committee are looking  for WWII aircraft for a flyby on May 23 in downtown Baton 
Rouge. 
  
Mayor-President Sid Edwards has assembled a committee to organize a Welcome Home celebration for 
the ship to be held on May 23, 2026. This date is independent and separate from the arrival date of the 
ship in Baton Rouge and from the date of the shipôs reopening to the public.   
  
The committee will be holding a ceremony during the celebration that will start at 2:00 p.m. on May 
23.  The committee have reached out to three different aviation organizations, with us being one of them. 

They have received a response from Southern Heritage Air Museum in Tallulah / Vicksburg thus far.   

Eventsï Shirley Colomb 
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B-17 Arrival 

New York National Guard 

UNO Graduate 

Events continues 

Meridian Airshow 

As Kris mentioned, we are all set to go to Meridian.  Kris has filed all the aircraft paperwork and I have 

arranged our rooms and site set up.  Kevin and Dawn is schedule to take our PX trailer up on Friday.  Karl 
and Glenn has contacted me about going and both will need a ride there and back.  Donald and I are plan-
ning to drive up on Friday.  Bill Triay will drive up on Sunday.  Terry is unable to go so Kevin will be in 

charge of the plane along with Jared and Kris.  If you are available let me know,  we could use one or 2 
more people. 

FAA Tower Employees Appreciation Luncheon 

Our new leader, Bill Triay, suggested this event back in December when he was filling in for Harold.  All 
attendees agreed that this was a good idea and supported it.  There are 18 employees and their wives are 
invited.  Even if you can not make this event please donate to it .  We are the host and the Big Easy 
Wing must cover the cost of the meals.  If you know someone who is willing to make a donation to this 

event please send them this flier. Thanks to all for your support. 
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Educational News by Roger Jeffrey 
With our Ground School training taking place on Sat-

urday March 14th, we havenôt scheduled any Scouting 

Aviation Merit Badge class for March. I have received 

confirmation from Scout Troop 230 that they will be 

sending scouts for a class on Saturday April 18th. 

I installed the latest upgrades to our X-Plane 12 flight 

simulator and have documented startup and shutdown 

procedures for all of our flight simulators, so authorized members can use or 

demonstrate them during times when we are not having class instruction. 

           

Our newest flight simulator setup for a Cessna 172 Skyhawk 

I have sent emails to the leaders of several other Scout Troops reminding them of 

our Aviation Merit Badge course offering. We are awaiting the list of names for 

the April 18th class. 

I inspected the Starlink Satellite antenna during a visit on Feb 28th and it appears 
as though the additional post clamp & support cables helped it survive  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Educational Officerï Roger Jeffrey 

https://bigeasywing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/bigeasywingcaf/
https://www.facebook.com/thebigeasywing/
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As most of you know, I , Shirley, am involved with several organizations.  When I saw this article in my 
WW2 Nation Museum newsletter, I thought it was an article to be shared.  I personally were not aware of 
this ship.  Hope you take time in the Spring to visit this exhibit at our local WW2 Museum. 
 
Come Back Fighting: USS New Orleans at War will detail the famous shipôs wartime experiences 
 
The heavy cruiser USS New Orleans (CA-32) will be the subject of a new special exhibition opening at 
The National WWII Museum this spring. Featuring uniforms, photographs, and souvenirs from former 
crewmembers, Come Back Fighting: USS New Orleans at War will tell the astounding story of the highly 
decorated ship, which nearly saw it all in the Pacific war, from the attack on Pearl Harbor to the Japanese 
surrender. The exhibit will be on display from April 10, 2026, to February 14, 2027, in The Joe W. and 
Dorothy D. Brown Foundation Special Exhibit Gallery on the second floor of Louisiana Memorial Pavil-
ion. 
 
Dubbed ñNO Boatò by her veteran crew, the venerable vessel was wounded in combat six times and, just 
like her namesake city, always came back fighting. During the attack on Pearl Harbor, the New Orleansôs 
sailors hauled ammunition to her antiaircraft guns by hand. Shouts of encouragement from the shipôs 
chaplain, Lieutenant Howell M. Forgy, soon became a battle cry: ñPraise the Lord and pass the ammuni-
tion!ò The phrase took on a life of its own in those bleak early days of war, not only as a call to action on 
several wartime production posters but also as a popular 1942 song. 
 
Later, during the famous Battle of Tassafaronga near Guadalcanal, the New Orleans almost met her end 
when a Japanese ñlong lanceò torpedo sliced through her bow, setting off the shipôs own forward maga-
zine. More than 180 sailors were killed in the explosion that cleaved the bow completely free from the rest 
of the warship. Seriously wounded, the surviving crewmembers chopped, hammered, and shored up the 
smashed ship before a voyage out of the war zone. Among the rare artifacts displayed in Come Back 
Fighting will be a handful of fire-scorched pocket change found strewn over the shipôs decks during the 
battle and a souvenir slice of wood used to strengthen the battered cruiser during her run, stern first, to 
safety in Australia. 
 
With a new bow, the New Orleans transitioned to duties as a mobile gun platform, blasting island outposts 
with her eight- and five-inch guns. With few exceptions, ñNO Boatò was there at nearly every famous bat-
tle in the Pacific, including Coral Sea, Midway, Wake, Truk, New Guinea, the Marianas, the Philippines, 
and Okinawa. With a special focus on dogged determination and that famous Crescent City spirit, Come 
Back Fighting includes the historic moment in 1946 when the combat-scarred cruiser finally came home 
to be the guest of honor at the first large-scale Mardi Gras celebration held in the city of New Orleans 
since the beginning of the war. 
 
In addition to artifacts, Come Back Fighting will feature music, film, and oral histories from one of the 
most decorated and famous WWII vessels in the Pacific. Come hell and high water, the sailors of the USS 
New Orleans refused to ever give up. 
 
Cory Graff, The National WWII Museum Curator and Restoration Manager 
 

 USS New Orleans-Cory Graff WW2-Curator and Restoration Manager 

https://www.instagram.com/bigeasywingcaf/
https://www.facebook.com/thebigeasywing/
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 USS New Orleans-Cory Graff WW2 

https://www.instagram.com/bigeasywingcaf/
https://www.facebook.com/thebigeasywing/
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UNO Graduate 

Southern Seaplane Visit 

 

 

 

 

NIKKY   with     Aunt Beth

         Nikky with Aunt Beth 
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 Big Easy Wing Flights 


