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Happy Easter to all our members.  
 
Big Easy Wing has been very busy over the 

last month. We were able to give captain Dick Nelms a 103-year-old B-17 pilot 
from World War II a ride in our Stearman. Jared flew the flight and let Dick take 
the controls as he flew over the World War II museum. 
Dick did a fantastic job flying the Stearman making 
turns and holding altitude the whole time. But just the 
day before we were not sure that the flight could take 
place. We had a problem with the brake shoe that 
damaged our left wheel rim. Jerad and Terry pulled off a 
miracle by finding the parts in Mississippi the day 
before the flight. Jerad located a friend who has a 
Cessna 182 and flew the airplane with him to pick up 
the parts and bring them back to Lakefront Airport at 6 
PM. Terry with Kevin assistance then went to work 
and had The Stearman ready to fly that night. Thatôs 
what I would call real teamwork. 
 
Pat Quigley has signed off on the annual inspection on our Stearman for another 
year and we now have two new brake discs and shoes for safety. Pat also men-
tioned that L 31 Abita Springs airport is having a car show on April 4. It may be a 
good opportunity for us to sell some rides, especially if the weather is good. 
 
Harvey has been working with the Aircraft broker trying to sell our Stuka. It 
looks like the original sale has fallen through, but we have a new candidate who 
is planning on coming back in his own Aircraft on April 4 and may also be inter-
ested in joining the CAF.  Kris is also talking to the bird dog owner to see if that 
is still a viable alternative to swap the Stuka. 
 
April 11 is our eighth-year reunion and the party for the FAA controllers. I will 
be contacting people at the airport to try eighth year so that we can provide food 
for all those attending our event. If you have not signed up yet, please do so as 
soon as possible so that we can get the correct amount of food for the event. 
 
The airshow in Meridian was a huge success. We sold 4 Stearman rides and eve-
ryone had a wonderful time and came back very tired. The Stearman had to stop 
at Slidell Airport and is safely stored in Jeradós hanger until the weather improves 
at Lakefront.   A big thanks goes out to Kris, Jared, Shirley, Kevin, Dawn, and 
Karl, Donald, Phil and the whole crew that made the Meridian airshow such a 

huge successШЮ 
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 Operational  Officer AssistantðJared Spencer 

Happy Easter ! 
 
 
As Bill Triay noted, our Friday flight with Capt. Nelms 

was uncertain, but Iôm glad we ultimately had the chance 

to fly with a pilot from the greatest generation. 

After Capt. 

Nelms was strapped in I climbed into the rear 

cockpit.  As I was finding my straps Brad, 

who travelled with Capt. Nelms, grabbed the 

edge of the cockpit and looked me in the 

eyes.  ñHe is going to judge your landing,ò is 

all he said.  ñSo is everyone else here watch-

ingò I thought.   

It was a beautiful day, clear and cool, with 

only about 4 knots of wind mostly down the runway.  In the Capt.ôs talk in the hangar he 

mentioned one of his favorite parts of flying was pushing the throttles up and feeling the 

acceleration down the runway.  So as we took 36R for take off I told him, ñThe throttle 

is yours, sirò and he pushed it up for takeoff.   

First, we flew downtown to see The French Quarter 

and the World War 2 Museum before turning around 

to head East for some maneuvers.  Capt. Nelms took 

the controls and flew us over the river at 1000ft to 

the practice area.  There we did some turns and lazy 

eights.  Although it stayed gentle, anytime you could 

feel a little Gôs in the seat of your pants Capt. 

Nelmôs would say ñOh, I liked that oneò. 

Finally, we flew back to KNEW and were cleared to 

land 36R.  I remembered my landing was going to 

be judged by a man who soloed in the Stearman in 6 

flight hours and then flew B-17s over Europe and knew it had to be good.  We had a 

gentle wheel landing touch down on centerline and as the tail came down Capt. Nelms 

said, ñNice landing!ò.   

It was an honor and a privilege to be 

there for the interview and to fly with 

him in what was the first airplane he 

ever flew. 

Our trip to the Meridian airshow went 

smoothly thanks to careful planning and 

flexibility. Due to the effective promo-

tion of the flights, Kris flew four paying 

customers on Monday. I heard that eve-

rything went extremely well. 

https://bigeasywing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/bigeasywingcaf/
https://www.facebook.com/thebigeasywing/
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Hi There! 
 
    Annual Inspection complete. Pat and Kris flew a check ride 
on Wed. 3/25 after a removal and replacement of new left and 
right main gear brake disk and new brake pad linings. Not the 
cleanest job to perform but a necessary one to perform. Will 
keep up repairs to 

wing fabric with new strips of reinforc-
ing tape where exterior surface shows 
signs of wearing in the paint surface. 
She is good for another year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Maintenance Officerï Terry Clausing 

Operational  Officer ðKris Caldwell in Meridian MS 

Operational  Officer AssistantðJared Spencer 

https://bigeasywing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/bigeasywingcaf/
https://www.facebook.com/thebigeasywing/
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Hello CAF, 
 

 
 I am now your new Executive Leader! A little about myself: I am from Ohio and gradu-
ated from OSU in architecture. I am a retired Major from the Army National Guard as 
an attack helicopter pilot. I grew up under the Columbus air pattern and loved every-
thing about planes. 
 
I am here to assist the Big Easy Wing in whatever I can and happy to report some inter-
est in the potential acquisition of the Stuka! April 4th is the tentative date for a second 
visit from a gentleman from Mississippi. Let's pray for some great news. 
 
 

Me 
 

 
 
 

Hello  Members 

 

 

We have an Aviation Merit Badge training class scheduled for April 18th. Troop 

230 is sending another seven scouts to this class. As I wonôt be able to attend that 

day, Dave Capo will be the lead instructor, along with instructors to handle air-

craft pre-flight and the wing airflow demonstrations.   

Please touch base with  David so he knows who will be working with him.  

There will be nine students so Karl or Richie decide who will work that day and 

Harold or Bill Triay decide who will be there and contact David.  

I have sent emails to the leaders of several other Scout Troops reminding them of 

our Aviation Merit Badge course offering, and we are awaiting replies from 

them. 

See you on April 11 for the FAA social and anniversary. gathering! 

 
 
 

  Executive OfficerðHarvey Burns 

Educational OfficerðRoger jeffrey 

https://bigeasywing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/bigeasywingcaf/
https://www.facebook.com/thebigeasywing/
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April 11ðFAA Appreciation Luncheon/8th 
Anniversary of Wingð11am  till 3 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 18 ðBoy Scout Class 
 
May 9th ðWing meeting 10 am  
 
 
May 9thðMetairie Rotary Wine Social ï6:30 pm 
 
 
May 23ðUSS Kid to Baton Rouge.  BEW  will 
participate with the  flyover with our WW2 Stearman and Triays 
WW2 planes.    
 

 

 

There are some more events that we might participate in-more 
information on this  at a later date 

April 12  Fly ïIn   3 to 6 pm  at St. Tammany Regional Airport 

 Our annual Poker Run ? 

Fatherôs Day flight  June 14 or 20th and Car Show 

June 6th Aviation Discovery Day 10am-5pm in Madison MS 

Fourth of July 250th AnniversaryðSlidell Airport 

 

Eventsï Shirley Colomb 
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B-17 Arrival 

New York National Guard 

UNO Graduate 

WW2 VeteranðDick Nelms visit hangar 2026 

Everyone who attended enjoyed meeting and listening to Capt. Nelms speak about his military life.  
Please check out the interviewed which was done by William Wallis for America who has a YouTube 

page and a podcast.  You can find the video at his site as well as our website. 

Thanks to everyone who came out for this special Living History event. 

Capt Dick Nelms, WWII B 17 Pilot     (Use control and click mouse simultaneously) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NIKKY   with     Aunt Beth

https://rumble.com/v77nik8-capt-dick-nelms-wwii-b-17-pilot.html?e9s=src_v1_upp_a
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B-17 Arrival 

New York National Guard 

UNO Graduate 

Meridian Airshow 
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